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SUBJECT: SEYCHELLES' PRESIDENT DENIES PRESS REPORTS THAT 
SOVIETS ARE SEEKING NAVAL BASE IN SEYCHELLES 

1 . SEYCHELLES’ PRESIDENT F.A. RENE, RESPONDING TO REPORTERS' 
QUESTIONS AT AUG 7 PRESS CONFERENCE, CHARACTERIZED AS 
"RUBBISH" AND "MALICIOUS" RECENT REPORTS WHICH HAVE APPEARED 
IN OVERSEAS PRESS THAT SOVIET UNION HAS BEEN SEEKING TO 
ESTABLISH A MAJOR NAVAL BASE IN SEYCHELLES. RENE STATED THAT 
SOVIETS HAVE NOT APPROACHED HIM ON THIS MATTER AND STRONGLY 
INDICATED THAT THEY WOULD NOT DO SO IN THE FUTURE SINCE 
SEYCHELLES' POLICY ON THIS QUESTION IS CLEAR AND SOVIET 
UNION IS "WELL ACQUAINTED" WITH IT. 
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2. IN ANSWERING ANOTHER QUESTION, RENE REITERATED THAT 
SEYCHELLES IS A STRONG SUPPORTER OF THE INDIAN OCEAN ZONE 
OF PEACE CONCEPT BUT WILL CONTINUE ITS PRESENT POLICY OF 
PERMITTING COURTESY CALLS BY WARSHIPS FROM ALL STATES SO 
LONG AS THEY DON'T INTERFERE IN SEYCHELLES' INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

HE ADDED THAT THE DANGER OF MAJOR POWER RIVALRY IN THE INDIAN 
OCEAN AT THE PRESENT TIME DOES NOT PRESENT A SIGNIFICANT 
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THREAT BUT THAT IF ANY COUNTRY SUBSTANTIALLY INCREASED ITS 
NAVAL FORCES IN THE INDIAN OCEAN, UPSETTING THE PRESENT 
BALANCE, SEYCHELLES WOULD REVIEW ITS POLICY AND POSSIBLY 
"BAN" THE SHIPS FROM THE OFFENDING STATE. 

MATTSON 
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